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Filed 
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Papermaking Chemical, Method for Manufacturing Same, and 
Paper Containing Same 

1713 

Michael Bemshteyn 
28289 



ELECTION WITH TRAVERSE 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants respectfully submit the following remarks in response to the restriction 
requirement dated November 7, 2005. 

Applicants elect the claims of Group HI, claims 16, 17, 23, 25 and 27, directed to a 
papermaking chemical containing a (meth)acrylamide polymer, produced by polymerizing 
monomers (a), (b), (cl), (c2) and a crosslinking agent (d). Applicants make this election with 
traverse. 
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In Reply to Office Communication of November 7, 2005 
Attorney Docket No, 1852-044862 

The election is made with traverse for the following reasons. All of the 
papermaking chemicals described in the pending claims are produced by polymerizing at least 
monomer (a), monomer (b) and monomer (c) (of which monomer (c2) is a narrower 
embodiment). Thus, the invention shown in Claims 12-28 is a single invention, and not, as 
asserted in office action, multiple inventions. A search on the three monomers present in Claim 
12 will uncover all relevant prior art for purposes of determining patentability, since (cl) would 
be found in a search of (c), and (c2) is the same as (c). Additionally, such a search would also 
uncover crosslinkers relevant to the above polymers. Use of crosslinkers generally for polymer 
systems is well-known and does not require a separate search. 

Although claims 1 3 and 1 6 are written in independent form they can be redrafted 
in the dependent form. Claim 13 can be rewritten, for example, in the following way: 

13. A papermaking chemical according to claim 12, wherein said 
(meth)acrylamide polymer is produced by further polymerizing a crosslinking agent (d) with said 
monomers (a) - (c). 

In the same way, claim 16 Ccui be written as follows: 

16. A papermaking chemical according to claim 13, wherein said 
(meth)acrylamide polymer is produced by further copolymerizing a (meth)allylsulfonic acid (salt) 
(cl). 

Applicants are willing to amend Claims 13 and 16 as shown above in order to 
prevent the restriction if necessary, although it is Applicants* position that such amendments 
should not be necessary. 
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Attomey Docket No. 1852-044862 

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the restriction requirement and 
prosecution of all pending claims. Claims 12-28 in the current application. An action on the 
merits is requested at an early date. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE WEBB LAW FIRM 

Russell D. Orkin 
Registration No. 25,363 
Attomey for Applicants 
700 Koppers Building 
436 Seventh Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1845 
Telephone: (412)471-8815 
Facsimile: (412)471-4094 
E-mail: webblaw@webblaw.com 
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